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PURITY OF CHARACTER. 
Dver the beauty of the plum and the 
ot there grows a bloom and besuty 
exquisite than the fruit iteelf—a soft, 
pate flush overspreads its blushing cheek. 
w, if you strike your hand over thet, it is 
The flower that hangs in the morn- 
impearled with dew, arrayed as no 
oly woman ever was arrayed with 
els, once shake it so that the beads roll 
and you may sprinkle water over it 
you please, yet it cam pever be again 
it was when the dew fell silently on it 
Heaven. On a frosty morning you 
me panes of glass covered with land- 
’ mL as, lakes, trees, blended in a 
fantastic picture. Now lay your 
2 upon the glass, and by a scratch of 





2 you by e person who is known to 


The wind moaas fitfully over the lea— 
The lone ow] boots in the dark pine tree. 


The night is heavy with vapors chill, 
The grey mist shivers along the hill. 


The stars are burning dim in the sky, 
Cold and white the moon goes by. 


Colder and whiter the face of the slain, 
Pallid and stark on the red battle plain. 


Peis foams sight, dene loutng eat 
Staring so dreadfully up at the skies. 


Grace Malcolm, with heart-full of sickening 
dread, 
Is wandering slone 'mid the sheaves of dead. 


The dripping dew is chili on her hair, 
Her white hands folded in mute despair, 


Seekiog the lover who went away, 
Right noble and brave one summer day. 


Like the chime of a silver bell, in her ear. 
She has travelled many a weary mile, 


ear, as she bounded up to answer it. Miss 


———— 
GRACE MALCOLM. 
qusuebs oon aate cisunmanavaiane vent. 
BY PHILA H. CASE. 


Went with a fervent “God bless you, dear !” 


But to hear one word, and to see one smile. 


And in all the world, so crue] and wide, 
There is no one to love Grace Malcolm beside. 


Her heart seoms turning to ice or stone, 
As she wanders on 'mid the dead alone. 
But she pauses not in her search so drear, 
For love is stronger than pain or fear. 


“Perhaps he is only wounded,” she cries— 
“ And he will know me before he dies." 


Then a little cheer came into her heart— 

Bo loth are we with our hopes to part— 
“Perhaps 'twas another his captain saw fall, 
Perhaps he is safe in the ranks after all!” 
Ob! pltying ingels help her now! 

As she bends low over s young, fair brow, 
And a face 60 terribly still and white, 

All bathed in the moon’s dim, spectral light. 


A low, despairing, anguished moap, 
And her heart has turned to ice or stone. 


She kneels at his side, and there—oh God! 
His precious blood on the crimson sod. 


She kissed his cold, white lips, and cried— 
“ Dear love, I will be your spirit bride.’ 


When on the morrow, so dark ‘and dread, 
They came to bury the noble dead, 


A broken casket of beautiful clay, 
Beside her lover, Grace Malcolm lay. 


OSWALD CRAY. 


BY MRS. HENRY WOOD, 
AvutTHor or “VeERNeR’s Paps,” “Tue 
Suapow or Asnivpratr,” “Squire 
Taevixn's Herm,” “Taz Myrs- 
TERY,” ETC., ETC. 





(Eutered according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1864, by Deacon & Peterson, in the 
Clerk’s Office of the District Court for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania | 


PART XXV. 


A SPECIAL FAVOR FOR NEAL. 

Mies Bettina Davenal stood before her 
toilette-giass, dressing herself in dudgeon. 
Let who would be neglected in the house, 
Miss Bettina must not be; and yet she bad 
been, as she was saying to herself, shame 
fully neglected that morning. When fully 
attired, she rang her bel]—a sharp long peal 
—an ominous peal to Jessy the housemaid's 


Davenal did not at first speak, vut confront 
ed the girl with her stern eye. 

“Did you ring, ma’am ?” asked Jessy, at 
a loss what else to say. 

“ Where's my milk?” 

“ Milk !" replied Jessy, in wonder. 

“The milk that was ordered for me last 
night. Don’t you hear how hoarse I am ’” 

“1 did not know that milk was ordered,” 
said Jessy. 

“Tt is an excuse,” retorted ber mistress, 
“ Miss Sera ordered it. Jessy, my girl, if 
this is the way you attend to your duties, 
we shall have to part.” 

“Indeed, ma'am,” persisted Jessy, “I 
beard mothing whatever about it, I'll ask 
Watton.” 5 AT 

The girl shut the door, and ran down 
mairs to make the inquiry. Miss Bettina, 
painfally erect, began to fold e warm shaw! 


ascended to the breakfast-room. The grie 
vance was this: Miss Bettina bad been at- 
tacked with cold and hoarseness the pre- 
vious evening ard bad gone to bed early, 
desiring Bara to order her vsial remedy for 
8 cold in the chest to be taken to her room 
at seven o’clcck the fullowing morning. 


It was an old-fashioned remedy, and cer- 
tainly a curious one;‘but as it had been 
given to Miss Bettios in her youth by an 
eid fashioned nurse, she believed in it still, 
and rigidly adhered w it. Half a pint of 
milk, with some suet chopped fine and boil- 
od in it: such it was. And the milk had 
failed to make its sppearance. 

Moat ladies would have rung for it, Not 
so Miss Davenal. She preferred to go with- 
out it that she might visit ber displeasure 
on the delinquent, wh'chever of the ser- 
vants, Watton or Jcssy, that might prove to 
be. She got up and dressed herself, for she 
never allowed trifling ailments to interfere 
with the accustomed routine of her life, 
Were it possible to appear at the breakfast- 
table, it would have been unpardonable in 
Miss Bettina’s eyes not to appear. Idlencas 
and lying in bed were in her creed little leas 
than crimes. 

She had just floished wrapping the shaw! 
round her to descend, when Jessy returned. 

“The order was not given at all, ma’am, 
I find. Miss Sara must have forgotten it.” 

“ What do you say ?” asked her mistress, 
pulling away the shaw! from her head and 
bending her ear to Jessy. 

“ Miss Bara must have forgotten it, ma'am. 
We none of us heard anything about it.” 

Miss Bettina stared at the girl for a good 
minute, and then stalked along the corridor 
to her niece’s door. Sara, not, it must be 
confessed, above three parte dressed, open- 
ed it. 

“ And my milk?” cried Miss Bettina. 

The request of the previous evening 
flashed over Sara's memory. She had never 
thought of it from that moment to this. 

“ Ob, aunt, I am 80 sorry!” she exclaim- 
ed, her tone betraying ber earoestness. “I 
forgot it; I did inde-d!” 

“Forgot itf’ repeated Miss Davenal. 
“ What business had you to forget it? I can 
scarcely speak, my chest is so sore.” 

“It is not too late now, auat. Jessy—” 

“Not too late!—when I am going down 
to breakfast. Toere’s the clock—eight! 
And prey wha: makes you so late this 
morning ?” 

“I shall not be long, aunt,” was Sara's 
weary answer; and Mies Bettina turned 
away, and Sara closed the door. 

Ab, poor thing! she hed far more reed of 
@ healing remedy than Miss Bettina, though 
perhaps not of thet special one, milk and suet. 
“ Who shall minister to a mind discased f” 

The whole night—for it was the morsing 
subsequent to that meeting in the Abbey 
graveyard with Oswald Cray—had Sara 








a2 enemy to the person he is defaming. 


—_ 
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lain awake, siriving to battle with her pain. 
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It web very sore to bear, Sve knew now 
the couse of his absenting himself; and she 
knew that they were lost to each other for 
ever, It is the worst pain that a woman 
can be called upon to endure: no subse 
quent tribulation in life can eque! is keen 
apguisb. ~~ 

Ten times in the night had she prayed 
for help—for strength to support and live 
through the mind's trouble. She did not 
pray that it might be taken from ber; that 
was hopeless: she knew that weeks and 
months must elapse before even the first 
brunt of the edge should be worn; that 
years must rol on before tranquillity could 
come. 


She did not blame Oswald Cray. She 
believed that that unhappy secret, of the 
precise nature of which she was yet in ig- 
norance, had become known to him: how, 
she could not conjecture. It did not much 
matter to conjecture it. Perhaps he knew 
it in all ite terrible detaile—and that the de- 
taille were terrible, she doubted less now 
than ever. Were they not—ay, she fully 
believed it'!—shortening her father's life? 
There were moments when even that awfu! 
word spoken by Oswald Cray had suggested 
itself to her own mind with sickening dread 
—bat she could not believe it to be so bad 
as that. But she did believe that it was 
something te bring disgrace and danger in 
its train; and she fully justified Oswald 
Cray in the step he had taken. If be had 
not set about it—the breaking off relations 
between them—as she would have set about 
it had she been the one to part from bim, 
still she did not blame. She thought that 
he should have come to her in the first 
onset, and plainly said, such and such « 
thiog hes come to my knowledge, and 
therefore we must part. He hed not done 
this: he had left her for weeks to the slow 
torture of suepense—and yet that very sus- 
pense was more tolerable than the certainty 
now come. Afver all, what did it matter’ 
They had parted, and ite way and manner 
were of little conscquence. Oh, the dall 
dead pain that lay on her heart!—never for 
a long long while to be lifted from it. 

She strove to reason calmly with herself; 
she esssyed to mark out what ber future 
course should be. (Of course she koew that 
there was nothing at present but to bear her 
burden and bide it from the world’s eye; 
bat she would do her duty ali the same, 
Heaven helping her, in all the relations of 
life; she would strive manfally te take her 
full part in life’s battle, whatever the in ward 
straggie. Mapy hed undergone this trial 
before, as poeta have eald and sung; mary 
and many bed passed through it and borne 
on in their course of duty, and the world 
beew none the wiser. And so would she. 

There is wo doubt that in that night of 
tribulation she looked at the future in its 


very darkest aspect. It was well perhhpe, 
that it should be so, for the horizon might | 


clear « litle as she went on, if only in con- 
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THE CANDLE IN THE GUNPOWDER. 


Cray would ia time marry, she had no right 
to doubt—a word or two of bis had almost 
seemed to bint at it: man forgéte more easily 
than women. 

Towards morning she dropped into a 
heavy sleep, and bed slept longer than 
usual, This had caused her to be late in 
dressing, and drawn upon her the reproof of 
punctual Mies Bettina. She looked at her- 
self in the glass ere she went down; at her 
pale face, her heavy eyelids; hoping, trust- 
ing they would escape observation. What a 
happy thing it is, thet others cannot read 
our faces as we read them | 

She went down carrying her pain within 
her, the burden that was henceforth to be 
her portion, never even momentarily to 
leeve ‘her, sleeping or waking. Miss Bit 
tina was at the head of the breakfast-table— 
cold or no cold, ill or well, she was at her 
post; and Dr. Davenal stocd at the fire, his 
elbow on the mantile-p'ece, his forehead 
leaning on bis hand. 

Sara went up to him, and he seemed to 
rouse himself from a reverie as he kissed her. 
Bhe roticed bow iil he looked. 

“ Papa, I am sure you are worse |” 

“I don’t feel very well, child.” 

“If you would but stay at home for a day 
or two and purse yourself !” 

“Ab! I bave not time. There's a great 
deal of sickness about, and my patients must 
not be neglected.” 

“ Mark Orsay can attend to them.” 

“To the light cases be could. Not the 
serious ones; I wouldn't trust them to 
him.” 

“ Not trust them to him?” echoed Sara. 

-The surprised tone of the question awoke 
Dr. Davenal to his words: he had spoken 
out too heedlessly bis real thoughts. 

“People dangerously ill have naturally 
more confidence in me than in a young 
man,” he sald, by way of doing away with 
the impression of his ayowal. 

“I did no: know before that you prefer- 
red cold coffee,” severely interrupted Miss 
Davenal whose anger at the neglect of the 
the breakfast-table by the doctor, and at 
Sara’s tardy appearance, bad been gradualiy 
growing. “It has been poured ou: these ten 
miputes.” 

They took their pleces in obedience to 
the summons. Neither able to eat; the 
doctor from sickness of body, for he was 
really il]; Sars from sickness of mind. 

“ Aunt Bettina, I tell papa he ought not to 
go out tc- ay.” ; 

“Not golag out tc-day ?” repeated Miss 
Bettina. “Why not? What's he going to 
do, then ” 

“I say he ought not to go out. He is not 
well enough.” 

Miss Bettina heard this time. She raised 
her eyes and gazed at the doctor. It was 
impossible not to see that he did look iL 


“ What's the matter with you, Richard?” 
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Just as I was about to step into the carriaga 
He is a puzzle to me.” 

Mies Bettina bent her ear. 

“ What's « puzzle to you, doctor?” 

“Oswr'd Cray ia. I had the very highest 
opinion of that man. I could heve ae 
swered for his being the soul of honor, one 
entirely above the petty prejudices of the 
world in ordinary. But be has lost caste 
im my eyes: has gone down nearly cent, per 
cent.” 

“It's his pride that’s in fault,” cried Mis 
Bettina. “He is the proudest maa liviag, 
old Bir Philip of Thorndyke excepted.” 

“What has his pride to do with it?” se 
turned the doctor. “I should say, rather 
his selfishness. He has chosen to take um- 
brage at Lady Oswald’s haviog leh ber 
money to me; and very foolish it was of ber, 
poor thing, todo lt! But why he 
visit his displeasure—” 


“He has not taken umbrage at thet, 
papa,” interrupted Sara. 

“Yes, he has,” said Dr. Davenal. “I 
spoke to him yesterday of the will, and he 
declined in the most abrupt manner to hear 
anything of the matter. His tone in its 
haughty coldness was baif insalting. Why 
be should have taken it up so cavalierly, I 
cannot conceive.” 

Sara remained silent. She did not agsie 
dare to dissent, lest Dr. Davenal shold 
question her moreclosely. Better let it rest 
at that; far better let it be thought thet Mz. 
Oswald Cray hac taken umbrage at the die 
posal of the property, than that the real 
truth should be known. 

But for cross-purposes, how well we 
might ali get on! Oswald Cray believed 
all sorts of ill of Dr. Davenal, and this ac- 
counted for his repellant meaner at their 
meeting. Sara had no suspicion that it was 
agsinst her father his ire was excited. She 
beli¢ved Oswald's only motive ia stoppiag 
away from the house was that he might 
separate himself from her. Asto the will 
and the disposal of the money, she did not 
for @ moment think éAat had anythiag to do 
with the matter; and she did thisk that 
Dr. Davenal’s impression of Oswald Oray’s 
haughty manner to him mast have hed its 
rise partially in faacy. They were at crosd- 
purposes, you see, altogether. 4 
“ I supposs Oswald Cray felt hart at not 
being left executor to the will,” sagely re 
marked Mise Bouin. “ As to the money, I 
never will believe he wanted that, with his 





independent spirit.” 
He wante his independent spirit shaken 
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$7” Why docs rain diminish the size of &P* 

. | statue. im Union Square? Ans. —Becouse 68 

comes « statuette (statue wet.) ae 

$a” What constellation is like an empty 9 

place? Ans.—The great bear. u 

‘§” When are sailors most | 
Ans.— When they go whaling (walling) 





ave 










ifs 


itl 





would qnly tobe puine to anata taier pe os 
they ere wow ia what X might be, Fivginen, terme 





} 


bold, R. Vasey, Jr., and Morgan 


= @ 


Z 


